DEVIZES COMMUNITY AREA PARTNERSHIP (DCAP)
Minutes of the meeting of the Devizes Community Area Planning Partnership held on 6 September 2010
at Browfort, Devizes
Attendees:   Roger Chadwick Chairman, Cllr Jim Batt Urchfont Parish Council, Tony Sedgewick Chairman for Transport, Cllr Ray Parsons Treasurer, Noel Woolrych Chairman Community Safety & Federation of Small Business Cllr Eric Clark, Cllr Chris Callow Chair Countryside and Land based Group,  Caroline Dunford (Secretary)
1.
Apologies for Absence

Cllr Paula Winchcombe Vice Chairman & Chairman of Health and Social Care Group, Jonathan Gale, Area Board Manager, Michael Franklin, Cllr Janet Giles Chairman of Housing, Mitch Roberts Devizes Town Centre Manager Chairman Economy Group,
2. Minutes

To approve as a correct record and the Chairman to sign the minutes of the meeting of the Partnership held on 8 June 2010 (copy previously circulated).

3.
Declarations of Interest


Note: Members are bound by the provisions of the National Code of Conduct and are required to declare either personal or prejudicial interests and where necessary leave the meeting during consideration of any relevant matter.  Cllr Chris Callow is a Wiltshire Councillor.
4. Community Plan Consultation

TS agreed to take this on, he said he needs to decide which groups he wants to contact and send out a questionnaire.  He asked for volunteers to help him.  NW offered his help and TS is to ask DR to join the group.

Cllr EC talked about the Community Plan and the Parish Forum meeting.  All the Parishes have received a copy of the plan.  Cllr Tony Molland raised concerns that the draft is very Devizes based.  Cllr EC said that there is a lot of confusion about the Community Plan and how it works etc.  He wants the Parishes to talk together as there is common interests, like housing, public transport and sport and recreation.  These concerns are not unique to one Parish.  It is very difficult to get the Parishes to attend any meetings.  RC said one of the best ways of communicating with the Parishes is through the Council Members.  Jonathan Gale would be the ideal person to spread the word and speak to the Parishes.  TS suggested that each member at the meeting go and speak to three or four different parishes and try to get them to come along, specifically for the Community Area Plan.
A discussion was had around the geographical areas.  Community First have already done a comprehensive document of all the housing needs of the Parishes.  This document needs to be looked at and can be used with the Community Plan as evidence based.

Cllr Paula Winchcombe has booked the Crown Centre on 21st September at 6.00 for a Parish Forum meeting and this would be an ideal time for TS and his group to come along.
5. DCAP Assistant

NW has put the advert on the DCAP website, the vacancy is for a part time 10 hours per week, co-ordinator to act as a hub for the group.  Closing date is end of September with interview being beginning of October.
6. Wiltshire Council community consultation arrangements

There have been concerns around the lack of consultation/communication to anybody.  DCAP is not on the Wiltshire Council website. TS and others feel very strongly that the Council should be consulting with the group.  He feels that all the Council are doing is using the group as a tick box exercise.  Cllr Philip Brown is the group’s liaison with the Council, it makes it very difficult if he or a representative from the Council do not attend these meetings. A strong message needs to be sent to the Council about their lack of involvement and that the group are not happy.
General concern from DCAP members is that they feel they are wasting their time and there is a general feeling of a crisis of confidence with the Area Board and the Council.  

7. Thematic Group updates
Transport – Tony Sedgewick
TS said he is ready to go with the transport strategy. He talked about the Council’s car parking strategy and commented that he couldn’t see anything wrong with it.  They do need to be careful not to increase charges and took issue with treating Devizes like some other towns.  He felt charging for parking on a Sunday wouldn’t work as you can park on single yellow lines.  He felt that the Council should be looking at the strategy from a congestion measure rather than a revenue stream.
Community Safety – Noel Woolrych

 A member of the public attended the meeting and raised concerns about anti social behaviour where she lives.  Youths are damaging her fence and generally being a nuisance.  She said she has mentioned this to the Police and has received no feedback. Cllr CC suggested that as she lives within the Roundway Parish that she should attend their next Parish Council meeting.  NW said that PC Adam Hall is aware of issues around the Brickley Lane area and will raise this with him.

NW talked about issues around Hillworth Park, speeding in Pans Lane and anti social behaviour on the school playing fields.  

NW said that there has been covert surveillance in Station Road car park and the anti social behaviour has now stopped.  One individual was cautioned under Section 59.

Crime stats overall are down by 20% including criminal damage.  The Solstice and World Cup all passed with no significance. 

CCTV – now acquired grants from the Devizes Town Council and Area Board and for one camera to be moved.  

NW said he would like to open up two meetings a year to the general public.  

Country and Land Based Group – Cllr Chris Callow
Cllr CC said it is still very early days but he has been walking around the countryside to get ideas.  He has met various landowners and Parish Wardens.  A discussion was had around enforcement with the Parish Wardens.  He went to a meeting at Urchfont regarding the switching off of the street lights.  This is for side roads only and for a 5 hour shut off.

In respect of the Kennet and Avon Canal – Wharf Development, Cllr CC  had a meeting with Mark Boden of Wiltshire Council and Mr. Roberts.  The Trust for Devizes has also had a meeting with Mr Roberts and the prospective developer MaCarthy Stone.  There is issue as only 14 parking spaces have been allocated for 50 flats.  They are also in talks with Wadworths regarding land.
Treasurer’s report – Ray Parsons
As of June 1st the balance is £10,175.07.  There have been expenses of hiring rooms, marketing panels and secretarial expenses.  There has been a payment of £700 from WC.  Annual funding from WC of £3,400 approximately will be coming in soon.
Group Chairs Steering Group meeting in October and for members to support Cllr Paula Winchcombe’s meeting on 21 September.
8. Next meeting  the date of the next meeting is 6 December 2010, 7 March 2011, 6 June 2011, 6 September 2011
